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LET’S TALK
Let’s talk about the people who live in Israel
Imagine you are on a bus in Israel. At each stop, the bus picks up another person you’ve seen in 
the book. 

• Who are you most curious about? 
• Who seems the most similar to you?
• Who seems different from you?
• What would you like to ask them about their life? 
• What would you tell them about your life?

Let’s talk about the places in Israel
Now the bus is traveling through the cities and countrysides of Israel. 

• Where would you like to get off and explore? 
• What place do you think is most like your home? 
• What place is least like your home? 

Let’s talk about some of the foods in Israel
You have been riding the bus for a while now and it is time for a snack. You have seen some 
interesting food in the book.

• Which foods would you like to try?
• Pretend you packed some food from home. Which foods would you share with your new 

friends from the bus?

Let’s talk about ways to learn about other people and their cultures
• Travel to another country.
• Talk to people you know who come from a different place.
• Ask an adult to help you find a pen pal.  

Here’s one place to try: MyLanguageExchange.com.
• Read newspaper and magazine articles and books about other places.
• Ask an adult to help you find movies, music, or internet sites  

from other cultures.

Activity Guide discussion questions © 2021 by Rachel Levitt Klein Dratch, 
Director of Educational Innovation, Prizmah.



3

TR
Y 

TH
IS

Cu
lt
ur

al
 M

at
ch

-u
p 

D
ir

ec
ti

on
s:

 D
ra

w
 a

 li
ne

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 p

er
so

n 
(o

r 
an

im
al

) 
to

 a
n 

it
em

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 m

ig
ht

 fi
nd

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l.

B
ED

O
U

IN
M

U
S

LI
M

JE
W

W
A

T
ER

 S
C

IE
N

T
IS

T
IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

C
A

T
C

IT
Y

 D
W

EL
LE

R
K

IB
B

U
T

Z
 R

ES
ID

EN
T

G
R

A
FF

IT
I

T
R

EA
T

 D
IS

H
C

H
A

LL
A

H
ET

H
IO

PI
A

N
 A

N
C

ES
T

O
R

S
H

A
H

A
D

A
D

A
LL

A
H

 F
O

R
 T

EA
PE

R
S

IM
M

O
N

S
T

ES
T

IN
G

 E
Q

U
IP

M
EN

T



4

JUST FOR FUN
Let’s Play a game!
Throughout the story we learned about some of the different places in Israel. There is Haifa in 
the north, Tel Aviv on the coast, the Negev Desert in the south, and near the middle of Israel— 
Jerusalem. 

Now, with what we learned let’s play a game. We need to prepare for the game, so stand up. Are 
you ready? We are going to make our bodies into a map of Israel! 

Our one foot is the south. What’s in the south? Yes! The Negev!

Now, bend your right foot that will make the west coast. What’s there? That’s right—it’s the city 
of Tel Aviv! It’s at your hip.

Now in the middle is your belly; that’s going to be Jerusalem. 

At the top is your head, and near the top of Israel is the 
city of Haifa.

Can you guess the game? It’s Simon Says! 
But because we’re in Israel, let’s call it Shimon Says! 

If Shimon says touch Haifa then touch your head. 
If Shimon says touch Tel Aviv then touch your hip. 
If Shimon says touch Jerusalem touch your belly. 
If Shimon says touch the Negev then touch your toes! 

But remember to listen closely. If you don’t hear 
“Shimon says,” don’t do it or you’ll loose the game!
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